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anger so common to hungry gentlemen. These,
might they have been indulged, would have amused,
as well as comforted the sufferers, but unhappy
travellers! they were compelled to

Let keen hunger, like a worm in the bud,
Feed on their inner man.

Here, however, our accommodations were quite
superior, when compared with what we had found
at other resting-places ; indeed they did not pro-
fess to " accommodate travellers," an assurance which
is I presume intended to reconcile the guest to such
reception as they choose to give : but if these people
are unwilling to "profess," they do not allow their
scruples to limit their expectations; these are always
directed towards a recompense, which they are
just as eager to receive as those who accord more
to the convenience of the stranger.

Their curiosity is also unparalleled, and when
you dismount you are received with a string cf
questions; respecting your health, Where you have
been ? The news of Rio ? Whom you have met
on the road ? Who are expected to go up ? or
down the country ? &c. &c. Having obtained all
the information your patience will grant, they at
length begin to consider what provision they can
make for you, and generally commence operations
by slaughtering a few fowls, ( or sometimes a turkey
or a roasting pig;) then a large pot of water
must be boiled to dip the fowls in, by way of